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PLASMA BANK TO BE SET UP IN DELHI FOR
TREATMENT OF COVID-19 PATIENTS: KEJRI

Raw material for key Covid Mood grim, but top Army
officers
to
meet
today
drugs held up at customs

LAC sat images
show helipad
expansion
by China
Rohan.Dua@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: At a time when
escalated border tensions
near Ladakh have led to build-up by defence forces of
India and China, fresh satellite images show that
China has expanded its heliport located 21.3 km north
east from the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Pangong Tso area. The images
show that no new heliport
has been constructed.
Latest satellite images
accessed by TOI also show
that China has revamped
another old helibase and
new infrastructure has
been added. The helibase
is located in Pishan County, Hotan in Xinjiang, 176
kilometres north of Galwan. The new images were taken on June 22 this year and compared with those taken in 2017.
Defence experts, however, said that India with
two helipads closer to LAC
has more advantage.

REUTERS

Health Ministry,
Trade Bodies
Seek Govt Help
Rupali Mukherjee & Sushmi Dey

Mumbai/New Delhi: Import
consignments of crucial raw
materials stuck at ports and
airports will impact production of key Covid-19 drugs remdesivir and favipiravir as well
as other life-saving medicines,
leading to potential shortages
across the country. Besides,
shipments of even critical medical devices such as infrared
thermometers and pulse oximeters are also affected.
The delay in clearance of
consignments of key chemicals used to produce advanced
pharmaceutical ingredients
(APIs) and formulations for lifesaving Covid- drugs will impact the drugs’ production schedule, which is critical in the pre-

New Delhi: A Vande Bharat repatriation
flight flew empty to Guangzhou after two Indians who had flown to China in an earlier flight
tested positive for Covid-19. China was not keen to receive passengers from India as it looks
to check the spread of what’s effectively the second wave of the novel coronavirus spread in
that country.
Official sources said that it was mutually
agreed that the aircraft will not take passengers from here. “This was pre-decided and the
passengers were informed by the Indian authorities well in advance,” a source here said.
The passengers included family members
of some Indian diplomats. The repatriation
flight later returned with about 80 Indians
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sent scenario. Mylan, one of the
six manufacturers of remdesivir, a drug granted “emergency
use” approval by the US Food
and Drug Administration for
treatment of severely-ill Covid
patients, said the delay will impact availability of drugs.
This is even as the health
ministry and Pharmexcil have
sought early clearance of consignments. The industry body
sought an urgent intervention
from the government to resolve
the “man-made disruption”,

India, Bhutan sign joint venture
New Delhi: India and Bhutan on Monday signed a
concession agreement for the first Indo-Bhutan
joint venture hydroelectric project with external
affairs minister S Jaishankar describing it as yet
another milestone in the diverse and multifaceted
bilateral cooperation between the two countries.
The 600 MW Kholongchhu hydro-electric project is
the first ever joint venture project to be
implemented in Bhutan. TNN

from Guangzhou. An earlier repatriation
flight to Shanghai from India had two passengers who tested positive for Covid-19 on
their arrival. TNN

Top ministers discuss ban
on Chinese 5G equipment
Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government has begun consultations at the highest level
to decide on the use of 5G technology,
which is seen as a precursor to a possible bar on the use of equipment
from Chinese companies, such as those sold by Huawei, when India rolls
out the high-speed network.
Top ministers discussed the issue
at a meeting on Monday.
The talks came along with the discussion to block 59 Chinese apps
which are facing allegations of snooping on millions of unsuspecting
users and illegally transmitting the
data to China.
While the details of the discussions
were not immediately available, sources told TOI that the participation of
Huawei and some of its Chinese rivals
is at the heart of the deliberations.
The auction of 5G spectrum has be-

en postponed by at least a year in the
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic as well
as the weak financial position of some
of the prospective bidders such as Vodafone Idea.
Huawei has already been banned
by the US, at least until next year, with
American authorities also trying to
convince other trade partners to follow in its footsteps. The company has
always been under a cloud with its founder linked to the PLA.
The department of telecommunications has asked Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd to disallow Chinese participation in its 4G tender, while signalling to
private players that equipment manufactured by companies from across the
border was not welcome.
In fact, the statement by Cellular
Operators Association of India, which
opposed curbs on Chinese telecom gear, has not gone down well with the telecom department.

Amid China row,
India to get first
batch of Rafales
New Delhi: India is set to get
the first batch of four to six Rafale fighters, armed with the
Meteor air-to-air missiles and
Scalp cruise missiles, towards
the end of July. Amid the ongoing troop confrontation in eastern Ladakh with China, India
has requested France to speed
up the delivery schedule of the
36 Rafales to be delivered under
the Rs 59,000 crore deal inked in
September 2016.
Sources said the first four
to six Rafales, flown by IAF pilots who have been trained in
France, are likely to touch
down at the Ambala airbase on
July 27 after an overnight stopover at the Al Dhafra air base
near Abu Dhabi. “Four Rafales
are definitely coming, but the
number is likely go up to six,”
said a source.
On their way from UAE to
India, the omni-role fighters,
also capable of delivering nuclear weapons, are likely to undergo mid-air refueling through IL-78 tanker aircraft of
IAF. Initial deliveries of the
Meteor missiles, which with a
strike range of 120 to 150-km
can outgun any missile that
can be unleashed by Pakistani
or Chinese jets, and the over
300-km range Scalp air-to-ground cruise missiles have already begun, said sources. The
first four Rafales were to reach
Ambala by May this year, with
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Repatriation flight flies empty to China
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NEW WAY OF EXTORTION, SONIA SLAMS
MODI GOVT OVER FUEL PRICE HIKES

AP

India has requested France to
speed up the delivery schedule of
the 36 Rafale fighters

all the 36 jets arriving by April
2022. Though the arrival of the
first batch got delayed by the
Covid-19 pandemic, India has
now asked France to compress
the entire delivery schedule of
the 36 jets, said sources.
The Rafales will significantly add to the edge the IAF
already enjoys over the PLAAir Force along the 3,488-km
LAC. IAF has already inducted
Sukhoi-30MKI, MiG-29 and Jaguar fighters into forward air
bases along the LAC, as was
earlier reported by TOI. Since
early last year, an IAF induction team of pilots, engineers
and technicians has been undergoing training in France,
which has so far handed about 10 Rafales to the Indian team there. As reported by TOI
earlier, 18 Rafales each will be
deployed at the Ambala and
Hasimara airbases for the
western and eastern fronts
with Pakistan and China.
Full report on www.toi.in

which started a fortnight back.
Faced with an “acute disruption” it has sought instructions
to customs authorities for immediate clearance of the supplies at ports and airports, particularly Nhava Sheva port (Maharashtra) and Delhi Airport.
“We have been inundated
with distress calls from a lot of
our member companies that
there has been an acute disruption in manufacturing of pharmaceutical products over the
last three days,” Pharmexcil
said in a letter to various government departments.
The delays at ports and airports due to examination of all
imports from China by customs authorities will impact
costs for domestic manufacturers, a company official told
TOI, as China has issued a directive to tighten credit. Also,
several firms enter into annual
contracts for their large volume purchases in the past. Due
to political uncertainty, Chinese firms now prefer to sell pro-

ducts on a consignment basis
which works out to be more expensive for the buyer.
Critical raw material and
bulk drugs are imported from
China, with the country accounting for nearly 70% of active
pharmaceutical imports, while
in certain cases like antibiotics
the dependence is around 90%.
“APIs import clearances are
impacted and will be a concern if it continues,” Ashok
Madan of Indian Drug Manufacturers Association said.
Pharmexcil chairman Dinesh Dua said there will be
disruption in supply as there
is near-total dependence on
China for key raw materials
used in making antibiotics,
cardiovascular, respiratory
and diabetes medicines. The
congestion at ports, particularly Nhava Sheva, needs to be cleared quickly as rains will worsen the pile-up. Also, chemicals
and pharma cargo will only be
cleared after perishables.
Full report on www.toi.in

ECL beefs up security of Chinese engineers

C

oal India has beefed up security for 30 Chinese engineers working in ECL’s Jhanjra
colliery in West Burdwan following the India-China standoff
at Galwan Valley. Coal India
CMD Pramod Agarwal ordered

that safety of the Chinese engineers, who he said are India’s
guests, must be ensured and accordingly special security arrangements have been made for
them, SP Roy, ECL area personnel manager, said. TNN

New Delhi:Top Army officers
from India and China will meet
for the third time on Tuesday
in a bid to de-escalate border
tensions and reduce military
build-ups, amid the continuing
stalemate triggered by Chinese
troop intrusions into Indian
territory in Pangong Tso, Galwan Valley, Hot Springs and
Depsang Plains areas of eastern Ladakh.
Sources said 14 Corps
Commander Lt General Harinder Singh and South Xinjiang Military District chief
Major General Liu Lin will
kick off their meeting at the
Chushul-Moldo border personnel meeting (BPM) point
around 10.30 am on Tuesday.
The meeting will take place for the first time at Chushul, unlike the first two marathon meetings held at Moldo on the Chinese side on June 6 and 22, ever since the
major troop confrontations
between the two nuclear powers began in early-May.
But the mood is grim because People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has so far failed to adhere to the de-escalation and disengagement plan finalised in
earlier meetings. “India’s aim
at the meeting on Tuesday will
be to discuss ways to reduce
tensions with additional confidence-building measures and
finalise disengagement timeli-

An Indian military convoy drives towards Leh on Monday

nes. The Indian Army, however, is well prepared for the long
haul if PLA continues to remain intransigent,” said a source.
Chinese troops are continuing to block all Indian patrols after fortifying their positions at the “Finger-4 to 8”
stretch (mountainous spurs
separated over a distance of 8km) on the north bank of
Pangong Tso, “Patrolling Point-14 (PP-14)” in Galwan Valley and the “Bottleneck” area
in Depsang, said sources.
Chinese troops at the confrontation sites continue to
be backed by a large number
of troops as well as tanks and
artillery guns from PLA’s 4th
Motorised Infantry Division
and 6th Mechanised Infantry Division as well as Western Theatre Command “reserves” deployed along the

LAC, especially in the strategically-located Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO)-Depsang sector.
India has more than matched the build-up by inducting
three additional divisions
(each has 10,000-12,000 troops),
howitzers and armoured vehicles into Ladakh, along with
deploying fighters as well as attack and heavy-lift helicopters
in forward bases.
Tensions are running very high between the rival troops, separated by distances
from just about 100 meters to a
couple of kilometers in different sectors, after the bloody
skirmish near PP-14 in Galwan Valley on June 15.
“PLA promises did not
translate into action on the
ground. It seems hell-bent on
creating more friction points,” said the source.

